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Dear VMS Families, 
 

Realizing this theme is evident in many of my letters, I’ll still repeat it: how quickly this 
school year seems to be going!  It is unbelievable to think that we’re already in the middle of 
January!  That said, as each day goes by, there are always challenges, but also many, many 
blessings. 

Many of you have reached out in trying to assist the family of our 8th grader, Ethan 
Highsmith, as he battled cancer both last year and up until recently.  As of Monday, January 9th, 
he is back with us.  What a blessing!  To see our 8th graders and middle-school-ers rally around 
him is equally a blessing.  Even on the worst of days (and we do have them, too), our children 
are by far VERY GOOD and that truly is a blessing!  It is a thought that I know I try to keep in the 
forefront of my mind and heart: the blessings received each day and how good are children are 
here at Villa Madonna School. 

So now some reminders, an overview of the next two weeks, etc.: 

 Monday, January 13 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day / NO SCHOOL  – A day of 
commemoration of the life of this great American that has developed, as I’m sure Martin 
Luther King Jr. would want, into a National Day of Service.  The teachers have elaborated 
more about his life in their classes and the impact of his life on the civil rights’ movement 
in our country. 

 Wednesday, January 18 – DADS’ CLUB MEETING (6:30pm in the Cafeteria).  All Dads 
are still welcome to join this group here at VMS. 

 Thursday, January 19 – “JESUS DAY” at VMS.  Remember when we had the Salesian 
Youth Rally for Grades 3-8?  This is the early childhood and primary grade (EC3 to Gr. 2) 
component of that event.  Sr. Nivia Arias will be coming down from NJ to help lead the 
day with our teachers and staff.  The children should wear their Salesian Youth Rally T-
Shirt, PE Shorts, etc.  Everyone in these grades will have a special barbecue lunch (hot 
dogs, chips, drink, and ice cream/ice pop dessert) in Ana Maria Park. (I need a volunteer 
to barbecue the hot dogs, so please email me if you are available). 

 Friday, January 20 – We will be having the MASS FOR GIVING THANKS TO GOD FOR 
THE GIFT OF HUMAN LIFE at 8:30 am.  Our 5th graders will be leading this Mass.  
Please join us if you are available. 

Next Wednesday I will be sending you the schedule of CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK and 
different ways that you can participate and be involved, but for now, please see the important 
attachments to this Newsletter:  how to reserve tickets for the FATHER-DAUGHTER SOCK 
HOP, Save the Date Flier for FANTASIA, Girls’ Flag Football Schedule, MOVING and 
BREATHING Flier for our little ones. 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                         Mission Statement 

We are Villa Madonna Catholic School. We achieve academic excellence in a family 
spirit, using St. John Bosco's principles of Reason, Religion, and Loving Kindness. 

To become lifelong learners, we work, play, study, and pray. 



 
Ms. Fabiano has asked me to remind you of the following: 

 

The deadline to order a 2022-23 yearbook is fast approaching. Please note that we DO NOT 
order extra yearbooks to sell in May.  Orders for a yearbook must be placed by Friday, January 
27, 2023. Cost $40. Go to Balfour.com and follow the prompts.  

Many thanks for your support! 
 
 
    The following is also a request from one of our school families: 
 
Last month, Esther's cousin, Danneris, who is 10 years old and lives in the Dominican Republic, 
was diagnosed with T-Precursor Lymphoblastic Lymphoma (Stage III cancer).  On January 5th 
they extracted a bone marrow sample to rule out that the cancer had not spread to the marrow. 
She will also have cerebrospinal fluid tests done and are planning to remove the lymph nodes in 
other parts of her body because they have increased in size and will begin chemotherapy 
shortly. Keep her in your prayers please. My sister is very sad and desperate because her 
treatment is very expensive and we don't have the necessary financial resources to fully support 
Danneris.  We will help her as much as I can, but she also needs generosity. Our sincere hope 
was that we could share the gofundme link Fundraiser by Maxima D. : HELP ME BEAT 
CANCER. Ayúdame a vencer el cáncer. (gofundme.com) with the Villa Community.  It would be 
greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
Daniel Cull & Maxima Duran de Cull 
 
 
 

As always, if you have any questions, comments, or concerns feel free to contact me at 
principal@villamadonnaschool.com. 
 
 
 God bless! 

  
           Sr. Lou Ann Fantauzza, FMA 
 Principal 
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